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THE MADELEINE IS HIRING!

Faith Formation and Sacramental Preparation Coordinator ¢ Full Time

The Madeleine is seeking a Catholic
who is in love with and committed to the
Catholic faith, who lives a sacramental life
enriched by a personal life of prayer, and
wishes to join the Church’s mission to share
the faith with others.

Collaborating with the Pastor and other
staff members, the Faith Formation and
Sacramental Preparation Coordinator will
foster relationships with parishioners to
equip the faithful to live out their priestly
ministry of evangelizing and catechizing.

The successful candidate will be

Catholic, who embraces and is able to
represent the teachings of the magisterium
without conflict, and who will be willing
to continue to learn and grow with the
Church. The position will be responsible
for a variety of specific duties, from creat-
ing Sacramental Preparation programs to
coordinating with The Madeleine School
to involve school children and parents, and
more.

For more information, including specific
qualifications and how to apply, visit our
website at www.themadeleine.edu/jobs

Hiring: Event Coordinators ¢ Part Time

The parish is looking to hire another
Event Coordinator to assist with use of
event rental spaces. Responsibilities in-
clude set up and take down of event spaces,
monitoring during the event, maintaining
relationships and professionalism with
clients, and overseeing the responsibilities
of dishwashers and bussers, and making

sure everything is taken care of when the
event is over. We are looking for someone
who is personable and can maintain a high
attention to detail in a fast paced environ-
ment. Hours are flexible and are on an
‘as needed’ basis. Contact My Schoning,
Business Manager, 503-281-5777 ext. 114,
or mhoang@themadeleine.edu

Hiring: Dishwashers ¢ Part Time

The Madeleine is hiring part-time
Dishwashers to help out with events such
as auctions, receptions, etc. Average is two
or more events per month, usually evenings
and weekends with an occasional weekday

opportunity. For more information or to
apply, contact My Schoning, Business
Manager, 503-281-5777 ext. 114, or
mhoang@themadeleine.edu

FATHER & CHILD PHOTOS FOR JUNE

Upload to www.themadeleine.edu/fathers * Due June 8

We are gathering photos for our Father
& Child video to run at Masses in June.
We are starting over—all new photos!

Upload your best father and child(ren)

photos to www.themadeleine.edu/fathers

Please, only one photo of a specific fa-
ther/child grouping, and please upload only
your own photos. We need your photos no
later than Wednesday, June 8.

Inside this week’s bulletin:

» Parish Stewardship Campaign—Yes, it's that time again...when we ask you to renew your
commitment to The Madeleine in a more temporal / financial way. Please see page 5.

» Send us your Class of 2024 High School Grads—\\Vhether she or he went to our parish
school or not..we want to recognize each and every Madeleine high school grad! Details page 2.

» Hog Haven Help—Parishioner Luke Glavan needs volunteers for his Eagle Scout service project
benefitting Blanchet Farm. Details and sign-up information on Page 5.

Furtherlng the Reign of God, Where All Are Welcome * May 25—26 2024

Solemnity of The
Most Holy Trinity

AS GOD ETERNALLY PARTICIPATES
in the relationship of Father, Son and
Spirit, we too participate in this sacred
community and in the great historic
sweep of God’s people past, present,
and future. Through baptism, we are
called by God to become part of this
deeply connected family. Let us commit
to loving and serving not only members
of this family, but all people.

PRAY FOR OUR
FAITHFULLY DEPARTED

» Greg Mistell—Funeral June 15, 11:00 am
» Patti Dryden » Connee O'Leary
» Lois Sykes

PRAYER REQUESTS

For those who are ill, or in need of our prayers
» John Hunter » Karen Shoop

» Annie Young » Chris Nieman

» Jeffery Barron » Corinne Jordan

» Alice Herrell

MASS INTENTIONS

05/25; Satp A s Ao Vicki Perkins

05/26, Sun, 8:00 am The Madeleine Community
10:00am............ Ferne Stone t

05/28, Tues.................. Zora Bencich t

05/29 \Weds. el et Della Keith t

05/30, Thurs ......... Madeleine Class of 2024

05/l o N e o o L e Fr. Mike Biewend

06/017/Sat ey SRS "W SR % Joy Allan

06/02, Sun, 8:00 am The Madeleine Community
10:00am........ Virginia Richards t

HONOR & REMEMBER
FAITHFUL SACRIFICE

3123 NE 24TH AVE., PORTLAND, OR 97212 § 503-281-5777 ¥ THEMADELEINE.EDU T BULLETIN@ THEMADELEINE.EDU



Calendar
This Week

SUNDAY, MAY 26

8:00 am: Mass—Church

10:00 am: Mass—Church [ ALSO LIVESTREAMS
11:15 am: Laudato Si'—Zoom

2:00 pm: Peter Zisa Concert—Qld Church
MONDAY, MAY 27

» Memorial Day—School & Parish Office Closed
6:30 pm: FA Meeting—Fireside Rm
TUESDAY, MAY 28

» Nourish Our Neighbors (NON)-6th Grade
8:00 am: Mass—Church

9:00 am: Adoration—Church
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29

8:00 am: Mass—Church

7:00 pm: Madeleine Choir Rehearsal—Church
THURSDAY, MAY 30

2:00 pm: School Mass

FRIDAY, MAY 31

8:00 am: Mass—Church

SATURDAY, JUNE 1

10:30 am: Moxie Studios Recital—Old Church
4:00 pm: Confession—Church

5:00 pm: Mass—Church

6:30 pm: Heather Lee Lindaman Concert—Old
Madeleine Church

SUNDAY, JUNE 2
8:00 am: Mass—Church
10:00 am: Mass—Church [ ALSO LIVESTREAMS

1:00 pm: Karen Schulz-Harmony Recital-Old
Madeleine Church

NO DAILY MASS JUNE 4-7

All Priests of the Archdiocese will be on retreat
June 4-7, so there will be no daily parish Mass
or school Mass (or funerals) those days.

SAVE THE DATE

» Wine Tasting: September 7
» The Madeleine Auction: November 16
» Madeleine Marketplace: December 5

- ~ PARISH LIFE

SEND US YOUR CLASS OF 2024 GRADUATES!

High school graduates to www.themadeleine.edu/graduates * Due June 5

We want to recognize all Class
of 2024 high school graduates
from The Madeleine in our bul-
letin this June. Whether she or
he went to our parish school or
not...we want to recognize each
and every one!

Visit www.themadeleine.edu/graduates

MOTHER’S DAY BABY

BOTTLE DRIVE

This year, the Knights of Columbus are
again doing their annual Baby Bottle Drive
for Mother and Child. Mother and Child
Education Center appreciates the support
of The Madeleine community in helping
their efforts to assist prospective and new
parents with their children. Mother and
Child provides no-cost pregnancy tests and
connects pregnant moms and dads with re-
sources, diapers, baby clothing, maternity
clothes, and support.

Bottles can be
returned after the
Masses. Or you can
use the QR code to
make a secure con-
tribution with either
your credit card or

debit card.
WOMEN'’'S COFFEE CLUB

Date change: Second Monday of each
month

It’s official! The Women’s Coffee Club
will meet on the second Monday of each
month in the Fireside Room from 10:00
to 11:30 am. (It will no longer meet on the
first Monday.) The Women’s Coffee Club’s
sole purpose is to create a time and a place
to nurture and foster friendships among
the women of The Madeleine Parish. No
registrations, no dues, no obligations! Just
coffee (with some treats) and conversation!

Our next gathering will be Monday,
June 10, from 10:00-11:30 am in the
Fireside Room (enter through the courtyard
door). If you would like a ride, contact Jody
McDonald 360-870-5470.

—Mary Clare O'Brien, 503-309-7639

and enter your students’ info.
If your grad’s school is not
listed in the menu, enter it in
the “other” field.

We need to receive your
Graduate’s name by June 5 so
we can publish in our June 9
bulletin. Thank you!

ADORATION: GETS BIG
U.S. NEWS ATTENTION!

Perhaps it was a Holy Spirit surprise:
The apparently impossible seemed to have
happened Pentecost Sunday when a major,
secular news source, the Associated Press,
printed a lengthy story about the start
of our National Eucharistic Pilgrimage.
AP writer Peter Smith explained that the
Catholic pilgrims were “embarking on
four routes. . . converging on Indianapolis
in two months for a major gathering (our
National Eucharistic Congress, July 17-21)
focusing on Eucharistic rites and devo-
tions. . . Each procession is being led by a
priest holding a monstrance — typically a
sunburst-patterned vessel that displays the
host, or bread wafer consecrated by a priest
at Mass. The Catholic Church teaches the
“whole Christ is truly present — body,
blood, soul, and divinity — under the ap-
pearances of bread and wine,”” according
to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
““The Eucharist is actually Jesus, so for us
to walk with Jesus is actually a witness to
our faith in a prayerful action for unity,
for peace,” said Tim Glemkowski, CEO
of the National Eucharistic Congress, the
umbrella organization for the events . . .
Glemkowski said the pilgrimage is not a
march and would avoid politics. “That mes-
sage of unity and peace and just focus on
Christ is paramount,” he said.”

Tuesday Adoration begins after the 8 am
Mass, ends at 2 pm.

Parish office closed

May 27 in observance
of Memorial Day

» Aswe celebrate the mystery of the Trinity we also realize the mystery of how much God loves
B and cares for us each day. Believing in this, our lives can then overflow in thanksgiving and praise.
g Your gift to St. Vincent de Paul will help the poor to believe in the mystery of God's love for them.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: HOG HAVEN

Eagle Scout service project by parishioner Luke Glavan
Volunteers needed June 17-19 ¢ Sign up at www.bit.ly/tmp-20240526

Dear Madeleine Community,

I have been a Boy Scout for over four
years, participating in outdoor activities
such as campouts and hikes as well as
service projects like the St. Vincent De
Paul Food drive and park cleanups. One
of the requirements to become an Eagle
Scout, which is the pinnacle of all scout-
ing ranks, is to organize and conduct a
large service project.

Benefit for Blanchet Farm

I chose a project to benefit Blanchet
Farm. Thanks to the generosity of this
community I was able to raise over
$3,000. Blanchet Farm is a program
where men who have struggled with
addiction rehabilitate by doing farm
work. Caring for animals, especially
pigs, helps the men rebuild self esteem
and relationships outside themselves.
The program has helped thousands of
men. Blanchet Farm is receiving three
new pigs (who flunked out of 4-H) this
summer and the Farm needs to expand
their pens to make a home for Caramel,
Mocha, and Vanilla. Since these pigs need
shelter from coyotes, sun, rain, and wind, I
will be building an enclosure and a 20 foot
by 20 foot shelter for pigs so they can stay
safe and comfortable.

Dates, times, tasks, etc

I will need volunteers from Monday
June 17 to Wednesday, June 19. Skilled
and unskilled workers of all ages are wel-
come. You are welcome to work just for
one day or even part of a day if you specify

when you sign up via the Sign-Up Genius.
The work will consist of screwing in siding
boards, nailing in brackets, digging posts,
and installing fencing. Pants and closed
toed shoes are required and please bring
glasses to stay safe. Lunch will be provid-
ed as well as water and a sun shelter for
breaks. Work days will start around 8 in the
morning and will finish in early afternoon
to avoid rush hour traffic and stay out of
the heat of the day.
Please sign up online at www.bit.ly/
tmp-20240526
—Luke Glavan

NIGHT OF MUSIC & WORSHIP

witH HEATHER LEE LINDAMAN

Saturday June 1 at 6:30pm

The Old Madeleine Church
3240 NE 23rd Ave, Portland, OR 97212

NO TICKETS REQUIRED - ALL ARE WELCOME | CD SALES SUPPORT THIS PROJECT: $10

SONGBIRDMUSIC.NET

WEEKLY MASS TIMES

Regular Mass Times:

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday.......... 8:00 am

Thursday-7. v=/. 7. 5o School days: 2:00 pm
Thursdays when school not in session: 8:00 am
SaturdayVigi e amn L N 5:00 pm
StNday/ @ P 8:00 am, 10:00 am
Penance......... ... Saturday, 4:00-4:40 pm
Adoration. .. . . .. Tuesdays, 9:00 am-2:00 pm

PARISH OFFICE

Hours ....... Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-3:00 pm
Phone: 503-281-5777 . . ... Fax: 503-281-0673
School Office. . .............. 503-288-9197

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Bonaventure Rummell-Administrator
fatherbonaventure@themadeleine.edu. . .ext. 111

Msgr. Timothy Murphy—In Residence

Rev. Nazario Atukunda—In Residence

Deacon Mike O’'Mahoney—Permanent Deacon
deaconmike@themadeleine.edu

Tresa Rast—School Principal

trast@themadeleine.edu . . . . .. 503-288-9197
My Schoning—Business Manager
mhoang@themadeleineedu. . ... ... ext. 118
Linda Scheurman—Bookkeeper
[scheurman@themadeleine.edu. . . .. ext. 119
Therese Fenzl-Director of Spiritual Ministries
tfenzl@themadeleineedu.......... ext. 116
Maria Manzo—Director of Music
mmanzo@themadeleine.edu . ... ... ext. 113

Guy Allen—Facilities Manager, Events Manager
gallen@themadeleine.edu
Janeen Reilly—Parish Administrator

jreilly@themadeleineedu .......... ext. 110
Gretchen Stevenson—Office
gstevenson@themadeleine.edu . . . . . . ext. 112

Julie Kupers—Special Events
jkupers@themadeleine.edu. . . . 720-936-5635
Rich Hammons—Director of Communications

rhammons@themadeleine.edu. . . . .. ext. 129
SACRAMENTS
Funerals, Infant Baptism—

Therese Fenzl .................... ext. 115
Marriages, Anointing of the Sick—

Fr. Bonaventure Rummell............ ext. 111

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist—

Rose Horton . . . sac-prep@themadeleine.edu
RCIA-Donna Mason, rcia@themadeleine.edu
Confirmation—Therese Fenzl. .. ... .. ext. 116

COUNCILS & CONTACTS

Pastoral Council-Amy Moran. . .617-470-7926
Finance/Admin—John Garrow . .503-803-5693
Buildings & Grounds—Erin Couch . . 503-281-9575
School Advisory—TimResch ... 503-984-4607
Facility Requests—themadeleine.edu/facilities
Maintenance Requests—\ly Schoning

mhoang@themadeleine.edu. . . ... .. ext. 114
Knights of Columbus—

Dan O'Donnell ... .00 0s s 503-440-9415
Ministry Schedule

www.themadeleine.edu/minister-schedule

Bulletin submissions due 5:00 pm Tuesday
Email to bulletin@themadeleine.edu
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MADELEINE BOOK CLUB

Would you
enjoy opportuni-
ties to meet with
our enthusiastic
readers to share
in genial discus-
sion/debate about
some very excellent books? If so, you are
most cordially invited to join our group!
Our current reading season is coming to a
close in June and we are now taking book
recommendations for our 2024-25 read-

FAMILY ACTIVITIES FROM THERESE FENZL

Dear Madeleine Families,

Summer is a time when we have more
opportunities to enjoy the beauty of all cre-
ation. In the weeks ahead I’ll share some
resources which can support you as a fami-
ly to grow in wonder and awe of the beauty
of our natural world. I am hoping these
resources will nurture prayers of thanks-
giving and inspire new ways of showing
appreciation and care for all of God ‘s gifts.

The first is a website filled with resources
and ideas. The website is: kidsforsavingth-
eearth.org. “The mission of Kids for Saving
Earth is to educate, inspire, and empower
children to protect Earth’s environment.
[We]| provides educational materials, post-
ers, earth music and a highly acclaimed
website featuring printable environmental
education curriculum and empowering
activities.”

ADVERTISE IN THE PARISH BULLETIN

It’s one of the best kept secrets and biggest bargains in the area...Madeleine Parish
Bulletin Advertising. The back page of your weekly bulletin is a great place to get the word
out to our parish community of your goods or services. For the first time in a few years,
we have some spaces available.

» Affordable—Starting at just $145 for the 8 months
May through December ($220 per full year). We usu-
ally bill 12 months January to December, but will
gladly accept your ad May through December this

ing season! To participate in our selection
process and/or to be added to our email
list, please contact our MBC coordinator:
Gretchen Stevenson, gypsyfrau47@yahoo.
com or 503-312-6834.

Single: 174" x 7"

ASSISTED LISTENING
DEVICES AVAILABLE

Available in the Sacristy at Masses

As lovely and soaring as our beloved
church is, sometimes its lively acoustics can
make hearing all of Mass a challenge...espe-
cially some of our presiders who are easier
to hear than others. But we have a solution!

In the Sacristy, we have assisted listening
devices for your use during Mass. They’re
very easy to use and can vastly improve
the experience at Mass for those with hear-
ing challenges. Just take a device, plugin a
headphone, and adjust the volume to your
comfort. We just ask you to sign the check-
out list and return them at the end of Mass.

Questions? Ask any Minister of
Hospitality.

Step by step, stair by stair, Jesus
shows us the way, as we seek to
give life, bring hope, stay away
from all evil and pettiness, respond
to evil with good, and draw close to
those who suffer.

—Pope Francis via X (Twitter)
@pontifex

year.
»Versatile—Many siz-
es available...based
on our “single” size
module, you can
stack it two or three
high, stretch it two or
three wide...whatever
size you need to get

your brand’s message across to our readers.

» Relatable—Members of The Madeleine community
tend to be very loyals to their fellow parishioners.
By advertising in the bulletin, you’re demonstrating
that you’re an integral part of our parish community.

» Good Company—On the back of our bulletin are some
of the stalwart companies in our parish and commu-
nity. Several familiar names have been with us for

decades...isn’t it time you joined them?

To advertise, contact Rich Hammons, Director of

May-December: *145

Double Stretch: 33" x %"
May-December: *247.50

Double Tall:
14" x 1%,"

May-December:
$247.50

Communications, at bulletin@themadeleine.edu

World class virtuosity
coming to Northeast Portland!

presents

PARALLEL
ISYIAINN




PARISH STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2024-25

PARISH STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

Our Parish Stewardship Letters
for the 2024-25 have been
mailed! This is the campaign that
funds our parish for the upcom-
ing fiscal year. If you have not
yet received a letter, contact the
Parish Office.

The feature most folks are

IS IN THE MAIL!

drawn to is the graph in the mid-
dle of the page that shows your
past S-years’ giving compared to
parish averages.

This letter, and the graph, show
giving for our Parish Offertory,
Second Collections and our
Capital Repair Fund.

Upon receiving your letter, if
you have questions about the
Stewardship Campaign, your
past giving, or your upcoming
donation, contact our Business
Manager, My Schoning,
503-281-5777 or mhoang@
themadeleine.edu

By The Numbers

Your Giving History. So you don't have to dig

through your bank records, these green bars show
how much you've given each fiscal year (July 1-June 30),
averaged by month for simplicity. Parish Offertory,
Second Collections and Capital Repair gifts are used here.
These bars do NOT include Old Church Capital
Campaign giving.

All-Parishioner Average Giving. For context,

we've provided the average monthly contribution
per contributing parish family over each of the past
5 fiscal years.

Contact information. We have included what
3 we have for your current contact information. See
an error or a phone or email missing? Just make the
correction when you send in your commitment card!

Suggested 2024-25 monthly amount. This

is an amount for you to consider for your 2024-25
giving. It reflects the greater of your prior year monthly
average plus our requested 7% increase for this fiscal
year, or the parish average. It's just a suggestion...we
are grateful for any amount.

Your Commitment. Here is where you enter your
5 commitment for the coming year...intended to cover
not only your Parish Offertory, the main fund that our
parish runs on, but Second Collections and Capital Repair
Fund also.

6Method of payment: We are really hoping
people will experience the convenience of
automatic electronic payments this year. Complete in-
structions are on the back of your commitment card.

:\ : John & Jane Parishioner

F P
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Dear John & Jane,

Thank you for your support of The Madeleine! Every family, every person
in the parish benefits from your generosity. Your ongoing support is critical
to the ministries and mission of The Madeleine.

As you may have noticed monthly in our bulletin, donations are down a little
bit for a variety of reasons...inflation taking a bite out of family budgets, folks
moving out of our area and, sadly, some of our older parishioners passing on.

We are blessed at The Madeleine with a vibrant staff, beautiful grounds and
ample buildings. But all of these cost money to support and maintain. To that

end, I am asking all parishioners to consider a 7% or greater increase over your

prior giving amounts—or if possible, to increase giving to our parish average
of $200 per month, as noted on the form below. I know I can count on your We are blessed with generous,

hard-working volunteers, such as
our St. Vincent de Paul ministry,

lined up here with food boxes for

generous support.
If you have any questions, please contact My Schoning, our Business
Manager, at the Parish Office, 503-281-5777.
. their annual Christmastime food
Fe B P [ )
S L drive.

Fr. Bonaventure Rummell, Pastor

PS. To ease our Business Office’s task of processing pledges and gifts,
I'd appreciate your reply by June 12, 2024. Thank you so much!

John & Jane Parishioner
Monthly Giving Comparison

Jaierage Monthly Giving (*2023-24 data is 7/1/2023 - 4/30/2024)
Saciving of All Parishioners

We are blessed with a beautiful
church, buildings, and grounds, built
on the donations of past generations...
and supported and maintained by our
current parishioners.

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23

2023-24*

Your combined monthly giving by fiscal year for Offertory, Second Collections and Capital Repair

2024-2025 PARISH STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT

Please consider increasing your total 2 —_—
combined monthly commitment $205
to our Parish average of:

YOUR COMMITMENT

Please enter your 3
combined monthly commitment,
to include Offertory, Capital
Repair and Second Collections

["] Auto Debit (EFT)—-Preferred, see back page
[] Debit/Credit Card—Preferred, see back page
["] Envelopes

["] Online Bill Pay

1. Please make any corrections below
2. For electronic donations, please com-
plete the information on back

3. When completed, please return this
form in the envelope provided
or drop in our weekly collection basket

Email: j&j@hotmail.com
Phone: (503) 123-4567

1234 NE 57th Ave.
Portland, OR 97213

M000-0000
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DIVINE TRINITY

Although we Christians share the belief with Jews and Mus-
lims that there is only one God, our belief is not exactly the
same as theirs. Theologians call our Christian belief that
there is one God who exists as a trinity of persons a mys-
tery. The word mystery points to a reality that is beyond our
full explanation, but not beyond our experience. We know
God’s hidden threefold personal mystery only because God
freely reveals it to us through God’s words, gathered to-
gether in the Bible, and God’s loving actions in relationship
to us in creation, salvation history and God’s divine life of
grace within us.

God’s Mystery Revealed: One God/Three Experiences
Our belief that our one God is a trinity of persons comes
from our Christian experience. The one and only God of
the Israclite people, who was revealed in creation and in
their sacred scriptures, was more fully revealed in the person
of Jesus of Nazareth and in the powerful experience

of God’s life-giving and sanctifying Spirit— ﬁ
[%
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as the early Christian baptismal formula 3, é@
shows (Mt 28:19). But the problem was _".\ A §§*‘
how these two new divine revelations "\\\ k‘
could be explained and reconciled Zgiat:: S‘b 'S
with the fundamental belief that there ‘Elg\w X
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was only one God and not three. *'(Sl‘ 2 i ﬁ
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Our Trinitarian Explanation: i%% , M&
One Divine Nature/Three Persons TR

TON/AS
Butby the fourth century, several unsuccessful
attempts had been made to explainhowour Godcould  be
one God and not three. Finally at the ecumenical Councils
of Nicaea (AD 325) and Constantinople (AD 381), a more
precise explanation was made that went beyond the bibli-
cal language. Using terms based on our human experience
of how several different persons all share one and the same
human nature, the Council declared that likewise God
was one divine nature that was shared by 3 individual be-
ings. Nature pointed to what there was one of in God—
divinity—and person identified who there were three of in
God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As the Catechism of the
Catholic Church reminds us: “In doing this, the Church did
not submit the faith to human wisdom, but gave a new and
unprecedented meaning to these terms, which from then
on would be used to signify an ineffable mystery, infinitely
beyond all that we can humanly understand” (#251).




THE TRINITY IN THE LITURGY

The feast day of the Holy Trinity developed in the early medieval period beginning in the 10th century. It was popular-
ized in England by St. Thomas Becket, who was consecrated Bishop on Trinity Sunday in 1162. The feast was made uni-
versal in the Western Church in the 14th century and is celebrated on the first Sunday after Pentecost. But the practice
of praying to the Trinity is revealed even more clearly in the structure of our liturgical prayer.

THE TRINITARIAN PRAYER FORMULA

The opening prayer at Mass is called the Collect (Latin collecta meaning a gathering or summing up). Its function is to
“collect” all of the individual, private prayers of the community into one single formal prayer that is spoken aloud to God
in their name by the priest. The structure of our Collect prayers consists of a direct address to God, a petition or request,
and a concluding formula (one longer, one shorter) directing our prayer through Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit.
Although not formally called Collects, the Prayer over the Offerings that concludes the Preparation of the Gifts and the

Prayer after Communion that concludes the Communion Rite at Mass also perform this same summing up function.

To God the
Almighty Father
Collects usually begin with a direct
address to God, which refers to God
the Father and Creator rather than
the other persons of the Trinity, and
then mention the divine attribute,
quality, action or characteristic (cre-
ates, governs, reveals, teaches, sees
how we act, saves, makes holy, for-
gives, redeems, etc.) that inspires us
to ask for what we need or want in
the prayer because we are totally de-
pendent on God our loving Creator
and Sustainer for our lives and sus-
tenance. And so it is right for us to
ask God in our prayer for help with

what we need or want.

Through Our Lord
Jesus Christ Your Son
The concluding formula in our Mass
prayers reminds us of the mediating
place of Jesus, who is at once both
human and divine and who brings
our prayers and offerings to God. As
human like us, he is nevertheless our
Lord, to whom we give honor and
praise, glory and worship just as we
do to God. At the same time, he is
God’s Son, and thus fully and com-
pletely what God is—divine. Thus
each time we conclude our prayers
this way, we are reminded of the
fundamental belief that distinguish-
es us as Christians—God is fully in-
carnate in Jesus, who is always and
inseparably both divine and human.

In the Unity of
the Holy Spirit

God’s Spirit or breath is the animat-
ing principle of all life and the out-
ward manifestation of God’s energy
at work. Since this Spirit has also
been given to us, by sharing the one
divine Spirit we also share the one
divine life. This is why in our Mass
prayers we pray to God the Father
through Christ the Son in the unity
of the Holy Spirit. Just as speaking
words aloud requires breath, so voic-
ing our prayers requires God’s Holy
Breath or Spirit. During the Eucha-
ristic Prayer at Mass, we also formal-
ly call upon God to send the Holy
Spirit to sanctify our gifts (called the
epiclesis, Greek, to call down from
above). Sanctify means to make holy,
that is, suitable for offering to God.

The Mystery of the Divine Trinity was written by Steve Mueller. © Copyright 2020 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and A/lSaintsPress.com. 19-256
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